Analysis of 200 consecutive neuropathologically verified brain tumors of childhood.
Brain tumors are the most frequent solid neoplasms of childhood. We present here a series of 200 consecutive cases of neuropathologically verified brain tumors in children under 18, operated on between 1990-1996 at the Polish Mother Memorial Hospital in Lódź. The respective diagnoses were established on the basis of light microscopy, ultrastructure and immunohistochemistry. The criteria of the World Health Organization (WHO) classification of central nervous system (CNS) tumors were used in all but one (superficial desmoplastic cerebral astrocytoma of infancy) case. The location of tumors, age and sex of children and tumors' histology in our material were compared with those of previously published series of pediatric brain tumors.